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Please join us for a celebration of the life 
of long-time Flagstaff family doctor,

CARL SHRADER
(1931 - 2025)

Memorial

Saturday, May 2, 2 - 5pm
Coconino High School, Theater

2801 Izabel St.

Flagstaff, AZ 86004

AND/OR

Walk in the Park

Sunday, May 3, 10am
Buffalo Park, Entrance

2400 N. Gemini Rd.

Flagstaff, AZ 86004

INNER WISDOM, 
PSYCHIC READINGS, 

AND SPIRITUAL ADVISOR

Sessions through the phone and 

FaceTime available!

(626) 587 - 8530

YYoouunngg PPrrooffefessssiioo

aaggssttaafffff
Sun is seeking nominees

ed in its annual Young

Flagstaff spe

We’re looking for people w

demonstrated leadership, in

dedication to growth in their

communities.

Please email Zak Meier at

zmeier@azdailysun.com or

call (928) 320-4476.

BY NEIL WEINTRAUB

Special to the Daily Sun

Ten years ago in this 
column, I wrote about 
my decades-long ob-
session with C.C. Pyle’s 
Route 66 Transconti-
nental Los Angeles to 
New York Foot Race 
(3,422 miles) that passed 
through Flagstaff on 
March 17 and 18, 1928. 
The 55 of 199 runners 
who finished averaged 
40 miles a day, or ba-
sically 84 consecutive 
ultramarathons.

My latest intrigue with 
the race occurred on 
the morning of this past 
March 21 where I talk-
ed about it at the his-
toric Hubbell Trading 
Post in Winslow. In the 
talk, I dove into the cu-
rious case of the “Dead 
Outlaw” featured in the 
race’s accompanying 
carnival.

According to Geoff 
Williams in his out-
standing book “C.C. 
P yle’s Amazing Foot 
Race, The True Story of 
the 1928 Coast-To-Coast 
Ru n Ac ros s A mer i-
ca” (2007), he writes: 
“The runners cal led 
the corpse Oscar, but 
h is na me had once 
been Elmer McCurdy, 
a 31-year-old luckless 
bandit.”

Reaching what re-
porters called the race’s 
“ing lor ious cl i ma x,” 
the runners arrived in 
Madison Square Garden 
on May 26, 1928. Geoff 
Williams notes that the 
Newark Evening News 
described the runners 
as “emaciated scare-
crows, unshaven, un-

shor n, ca r icat u res,” 
their tortured appear-
ance probably similar 
to McCurdy’s slowly de-
composing corpse.

McCurdy’s stor y is 
wel l-docu mented i n 
Mark Svenvold’s book 
“Elmer McCurdy, the 
Misadventures in Life 
a nd A f terl i fe of  a n 
A m e r i c a n  O u t l a w ” 
(2002). McCurdy always 
bungled robberies, in-
cluding his finale in 1911 
when he held up the 
wrong train and had lit-

tle money to show for it. 
Oklahoma sheriff’s dep-
uties tracked him down 
and killed McCurdy in 
a shootout. When no 
one claimed McCurdy’s 
body, the undertaker in 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma, 
embalmed it and began 
cha rg i ng ad m ission 
for visitors to view the 
“Oklahoma Outlaw.”

In 1916, two brothers 
who claimed kinship 
with McCurdy took pos-
session of the body, but 
in reality, they owned 

t he Great Pat terson 
Carnival, and thus Mc-
Curdy’s illustrious af-
terlife began, finding a 
brief place in C.C. Pyle’s 
race. Williams notes, 
“He was also Pyle’s fa-
vorite staf f member, 
the showman claimed, 
because the Ok laho-
ma outlaw never com-
plained of his billing 
and accommodations or 
asked for money.”

T he body t raveled 
w it h c a r n iv a l s  a nd 
crime museum shows 
into the 1960s, chang-

ing hands several times. 
The last owners even-
tually sold the barely 
recognizable, mummi-
fied corpse, and it was 
forgotten, painted bright 
orange and left hanging 
as a prop in the “Laff-
in-the-Dark” ride at the 
Pike — a Long Beach, 
California, amusement 
park.

Oddly enough, during 
a “Six Million Dollar 
Man” episode filmed at 
the Pike, a stagehand 
moving what he thought 
was a wax mannequin, 

accidentally tugged on 
Mc Cu rd y ’s  h a ng i ng 
body, causing the arm 
to fall off and revealing a 
bone. When the forensic 
examiner discovered it 
was McCurdy, the body 
was finally laid to rest in 
Oklahoma, underneath 
a 2-foot layer of cement, 
ensuring he’d never go 
on tour again.

Fast forward to last 
year, when the critically 
acclaimed seven-time 
Tony Award nominated 
Broadway show “Dead 
Outlaw,” revived Elmer 
McCurdy’s story. Unfor-
tunately for the show, its 
78-day run from April 
12 to June 28 was short-
er than C.C. Pyle’s lively 
3,422 mile, 84-day race!
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HIGH COUNTRY RUNNING

A dead outlaw and a 1928 
ultramarathon like no other

COURTESY

http://azdailysun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B2&uuid=cefa486b-8f7e-5b40-afee-a4f884c4cec5

