Stagecoach Line
Races: it happens on
the way to the Canyon
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Cocodona has eon-
cluded but have no
fear — this year's local
ulirarunning fun isn't
over. This September,
Flagataff's original
100-mile race guides
runners and mountain
bikers from Flagseaff wo
the Grand Canyon on
the iconic Arizona Na-
thispeal Seenie Trail. The
racecourse traces the
historic stagecoach line
tourists ook o reach
the Grand Canyon in
the 18903 and criss-
crosses the ancestral
lands of the Hogd, Funi,
Havasupai, Hualapal,
Southern Paiute, Nava-
joand other Indigenous
people.

Born in 2013 through
a unigue collabora-
tion between Babbitt
Ranches (the event's
title sponsor), the Ari-
zoba Trail Association
and the Morthern Ari-
zona Trail Bunning As-
sociation, the Flagstaff
o Grand Canyon Stage-
cofch Line race saw 17

solo 100-mile finish-
ers. Today, the event
has grown to offer a
100-mile solo run, 55K
solo pum, 100-mile solo
mountain bike ride,
and many bike and run
tearm relay options.
Stagecoach’s point-
Ig-point route provides
an unparalleled cross
section of the southern
half of the Baaj Nwaav-
jo I'tah Kukveni - An-
cestral Footprints of the
Grand Canyon Matbonal
Monument. From the
Fort Valley Trailhead
start line, participants
travel north om the Ari-
wona Trail acooss Smvw-
bowl Road and uphill
o Aspen Corner. After
traversing below morth-
ern Arizona's famous
mountain skyline and
past Bismark Lake,
participants enjoy an
aspen-lined downhill
singletrack o Kelly
Tank — a course high-
light. At Cedar Ranch
— the 55K finish line
— 100-mile runners
and bikers continue
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and cover 20 miles of relatively new sin-
gletrack through Babbitt Ranch. Once in
the Kaibab National Forest historic land-
marks such as Moqui Stage Station, Rus-

- sell Tank, Coconino Rim, Grandview Fire

Tower and Hull Cabin double as aid sta-
tions where crew, pacers and refay team-
mates can meet their runner or biker.
The race ends in the gateway town of Tu-
savan a few miles from the entrance to
Grand Canyon National Park.

Skimming past results reveals a who's
who of local Flagstaff champions. In
2018 Coleen Lingley ran to the canyon

gy in 17 hours and 56 minutes, the women's
¢ 100-mile course record. Last Septem-

ber, Trueheart Brown, this year's Sedo-
na Canyons 125 winner, set Stagecoach’s
long course ablaze, finishing in 14:40,
Coconino Cowboy Jim Walmsley holds
the 55K record in 3:30 and in 2024 Lind-
say Kostenlnick won the race to Cedar
Ranch outright covering the 34-mile dis-
tance in 4:31. Rob Krar, Dawn Stone, Neil
Weintraub, Rob Hall, Mark Thurston and
Eric Senseman, all past finishers, return
to mark course or captain aid stations,
Each year most runners finish the 100-
mile distance during the final two hours
of the event, making the Stagecoach fin-
ish line a scene of celebration.

As race directors, Emily and [ are grate-
ful of all the people and organizations

we collaborate with to ensure event sue-
cess — Babbitt Ranches, Arizona Trall
Association, Coconino County Sheriff’s
Office Search and Hescue Unit, the Co-
conino Amateur Radio Club, Run Flag-
staff, Flagstaff Bike Revolution, Bab-
bitt's Backcountry Outfitters, Squirrel's
Nut Butter and hundreds of hardwork-
ing, selfless volunteers. We'd be remiss
without a special shoutout to Dana and
Jen Ernst, who help orchestrate the bike
race,

I you're interested in participating in
or volunteering for Stagecoach, please
visit our race website for more details:
https://runazt.org/flagstaff-to-grand-
canyon-stagecoach-line-100/.

IAN TORRENCE FELL IN LOVE WITH FLAGSTAFF IN THE
MID-905 WHEN NIS COLLEGE TRACK TEAM YISITED
TOWN DURING A SPRING BREAK TRAINING CAMP,
TODAY, ME CODIRECTS THE FLAGSTAFF TO GRAND
CANYON STAGECOACH LINE EVENTS AND FLAGSTAFF
MARATHON WITH KIS WIFE EMILY. CURRENTLY, THEY
LIVEIN RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA, WITH THEIR
THREE BORDER COLLIES AND CATTLE DOG WHILE IAN
CHASES HIS NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CAREER. THEY
RETURN EACH FALL TO PUT ON THESE EVENTS.
RACHEL SMITH IS A MOTHER TO TWO AMAZING
DAUGHTERS AND FEELS VERY LUCKY TO LIVE AND
TRAIN IN FLAGSTAFF. SHE RUNS PROFESSIONALLY FOR
NIKE AND IS ALSO THE VOLUNTEER COORDINATING
EDITOR FOR THIS COLUMN. SHE WOULD LOVE FOR
YOU TO CONTRIBUTE TO HIGH COUNTRY RUNNING BY
EMAILING HER YOUR RUNNING-RELATED STORIES TO
RACHSCHNEID18#GMAIL.COM,
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